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Pro Loco Art & Photography Competitions 2015 – Cllr Lorraine Keeble 

 

Following on from the success of last year’s competitions, we will again be holding both Art and Photography 

Competitions.  Both competitions are now open!  So don’t delay, make the most of the spring and summer months to 
create your artwork and photography masterpieces! 
 

Both competitions are open to all ages and we welcome entries from villagers and visitors alike. 
 

A presentation ceremony for the winners of both competitions will be held at a later date in November – further details 

will be available nearer the time. 
 

Matlock Bath Parish Council is extremely grateful to all sponsors of both competitions, in particular Sir Richard 
Arkwright’s Masson Mills and Heights of Abraham. 
 

Pro Loco Art 2015 

 
 

1st Prize 2014 – Lynda Turner 

 

This will be our 36th Pro Loco Art Competition and you have until Friday 18th 
September to register your entry, with the main rule of the competition being 

that your work must feature a scene or artefact of Matlock Bath.   
 

The finished piece does not have to be a painting – you can use any media or 

mix of media, including textiles, 3D, embroidery and ceramics. 
 

If you would like to enter you must register by completing an entry form either 
on line or by contacting the Clerk for an entry form.  After the closing date all 

entrants will be contacted to arrange for their work to be ‘dropped off’ at a  

central point in Matlock Bath.   It will then be displayed on Saturday 3rd October 2015 in the Pump Room of the Pavilion 

where members of the public will be invited to vote for their favourite.   
 

 
 

2nd Prize 2014 – Hazel Wilderspin 

The pieces with the most votes will win prizes in the following categories:  
 

Adult - 1st Prize - £150, 2nd Prize - £50, 3rd Prize - £30 

Young Artist & Junior Artist 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes will be in the form of gift 
vouchers. 
 

There will also be a prize for the best “Villager” picture – awarded to a local 

resident.  A new £50 prize this year will be awarded for the most artistic, 
innovative design. 
 

To register your entry and for further details please see the website – 

www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk or contact the clerk – 
clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

 

 
 

Penelope Piggott 

 

 
 

Christel Abbiss 

 

 
 

Adam Reed 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


Pro Loco Photography Competition 2015 

 

This year marks the 6th Pro Loco Photography Competition hosted by Matlock 

Bath Parish Council and we look forward to showcasting your photographs of 
our wonderful village.  Entrants have until 9th October 2015 to submit up to 4 

photographs depicting a scene or artefact of Matlock Bath.  To enter the 
competition you will need to upload your photographs via our website. 
 

The competition is open to all age groups, with 3 separate prize categories: 
 

Adults (age 17 and over) 1st Prize - £75, 2nd Prize - £50, 3rd Prize - £40 

Young Photographer and Junior Photographer prizes will be in the form of gift 
vouchers. 
 

There will also be a £50 cash prize for the best “Villager”. 
 

This year we have made some changes to our individual categories and are 

pleased to be introducing a couple of new ones.  So when taking your 

photographs, bear in mind the additional “Best Picture of ..” categories.  So far 
we have sponsorship for the following: 
 

   

 
 

Simon Beynon – 1st Prize 2014 
  

 Best Picture of the Illuminations (sponsored by DDDC) 

 Best Picture of Masson Mills 

 Best Picture of Heights of Abraham 

 Best Picture of High Tor/Artists Corner (sponsored by High Tor Hotel) 

 Best Picture of ‘A Hidden Gem of Matlock Bath’ – surprise us with a photograph of somewhere off the beaten 

track! 

 Best Picture depicting ‘The Heritage of Matlock Bath’ – we are interested here in a photograph capturing the 

rich and interesting history of the village – so long as the subject matter is 100 years old or more. 
 There will also be a prize entitled ‘Matlock Bath Parish Council Prize’.  This will be decided by the Parish Council 

and we will be looking for something ‘different’ that somehow encapsulates the character and spirit of Matlock 

Bath. 
 

Depending on sponsorship there may be additional categories – please keep an eye on the website for updates.  After 

the closing date entries will be shortlisted and displayed on Saturday 24th October in the Pump Room of the Pavilion 
where members of the public will be invited to vote for their favourites. 
 

To upload your photographs and for further details please see our website – www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk or 

contact the Clerk – clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

We look forward to receiving your entries! 
 

Exploring the Byways 
 

 

 
Residents of Matlock Bath will know that the civil parish has many miles of footpaths, 

bridleways and paved tracks.  The County Council has responsibility for the 

maintenance and upkeep but the Parish Council feels that these byways are an 
important asset to the village and should be used whenever possible.  Lack of simple 

maintenance can detract from their use and this only exacerbates the problem for the 
more they are walked, the clearer they will be.  We must encourage their full use to 

as many as possible. 
 

Over the past 12 months we have cleared the steps on the Wapping bridleway, the 

steps on the path from Clifton Road (by the school) to Cumberland Cavern as well 
as Jacob’s Ladder which connects from the bottom of Temple Road (near Gulliver’s 

entrance) to Upperwood Road. We also undertook emergency clearing of fallen 
trees during the winter to keep the paths open. This year we plan to improve the 

signage on the paths that require it.  We hope to continue this scheme of work 
with help from the Minor Maintenance Scheme operated by DCC for which the 

Parish Council gets a grant.  If there is a footpath near you that needs our 

attention, get in touch with the Clerk – clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

Jacob’s Ladder 
 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


Matlock Bath Sports Area 
 

  

 

Any resident or visitor I am sure would agree that the sports area in the village is in 
desperate need of renovation.  Over the past few years the Parish Council has been 

looking at a renovation to allow residents and clubs to make better use of the area.  

The sports area, if you are not familiar with it, is located by the entrance to 
Derwent Gardens.  Although the Parish Council has ringfenced some money to pay 

for the renovations, they will additionally apply for grant funding.  In order for us to 
do this, we have to gain evidence that there is a local need in the village or 

surrounding areas for such a facility. 
 

The Parish Council has looked at ways to improve the area – one of the 

suggestions is to extend the area up to the boundary wall and to have the 
area floodlit. 
 

The Parish Council would like to offer the facility free of charge for Matlock 

Bath residents.  We are also looking to attract local sports groups to use the 
facility. 
 

In order to help us with our request for funding, we need your help by letting 

us know your views. 
 

 

You can do this by either completing a short survey by logging on to https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WLSY22W or by 
e-mailing the Clerk – clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk with your views.  We would also welcome letters of 

support to accompany our grant application from local residents but also from sports groups/clubs.  If you would like a 

hard copy of the questions on the survey, please contact the Clerk. 
 

If you are a member of a club who may be interested in using the facility once renovated, again please let us know. 
 

We would welcome your views as soon as possible but no later than 30th April 2015. There is a link to the survey via 
our website – www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk and our Facebook page. 
 

WW1 Update 
 

This is a joint project between the Parish Council, The Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath School, residents, 
businesses and visitors to the village and has been given financial support by Heritage Lottery.  We have now launched 

our dedicated website which can be accessed through the Parish Council website and a Facebook page – ‘The Great 
War – Life in The Bath’.  Please visit both and, of course, ‘like’ our Facebook page.  On the website is recorded what we 

have already done but also a lot of useful information for you to use to get involved in the project.  There are 

photographs, the roll of honour, a developing timeline of life in the village and lots more.  
 

We have had a temporary ‘hiccup’ with our arrangements for displays in the Memorial Gardens.  Early in the New Year, 
a survey by DDDC of the Memorial Shelter showed structural defects and the area had to be cordoned off.  With this 

went our display area.  Fortunately we have now arranged with Derbyshire Dales DC to use the bandstand on the 
riverside by Jubilee Bridge to erect our display.  We hope that both residents and visitors will take a few moments to 

visit the bandstand and look at the display.  Once the Memorial Shelter refurbishment is complete, the display will return 

closer to the War Memorial.  During the Spring, we also hope to have in place two display boards with information 
about the war memorial.  This summer we will produce another vintage newsletter delivered free to all residents. 
 

The summer will bring our second exhibition to the Pump Room in the Grand Pavilion.  Again entry will be free of 

charge and the exhibition will be open from Saturday 11th July until Sunday 20th September.  Pupils from the school are 
assisting with a contribution to the display.  If you are able to, please find a little time to get involved in the project by 

doing a little research, assisting the pupils at Holy Trinity and reading all the material that we are producing though the 
project.  We would also welcome feedback on what we have done so far.  This can be done via the website, by emailing 

ww1@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk or in person at the Mining Museum. 
 

 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WLSY22W
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:ww1@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


District Council Report – Cllr Garry Purdy 

 

When I visited Derwent Gardens last year on the evening walk round to check everything was in order prior to the start 
of the 2014 Matlock Bath Illuminations, I had the opportunity to talk with our Officers – Nicola Wildgoose and Ashley 

Watts.  We discussed options for the future of the Illuminations and ideas as to how it could be taken forward. 

The Officers informed me that a Review was to be undertaken on the Illuminations future, and I am pleased to be able 
to inform you now of the very pleasing and exiting news on these proposals. 

 

 

First, the District Council with the blessing of the 

Chief Executive Officer, Dorcas Bunton, is to 

continue backing the Matlock Illuminations event, 
but with a desire to make it stronger and more 

sustainable. This is fantastic news principally 
because as many of you will know, the 

Illuminations have been under threat since about 
2007 when contributions from the Traders dropped 

significantly, and a decision was made at 

Committee in 2008, after it was under threat of 
closure,  that so long as the event broke even, then 

the Council would continue to support it. However, 
we still need the support of the Traders in Matlock 

Bath and I have offered to organise a meeting to 

detail the full proposals for the future of this event. 
 

 

It is an event that the Council have no statutory function to carry out, but it recognises the benefit to the village and 
indeed Derbyshire Dales as a whole with the amount of tourism it brings over the period. 
 

Last year, for the first time in a long while, the event actually returned a profit, thanks mainly to a kind weather period 

and careful and prudent management. The Matlock Bath Illuminations Committee meeting held at Matlock Town Hall on 
Wednesday 25th February 2015 was informed by DDDC Mr Ash Watts that these monies will be ring fenced for the event 

and any profits made in the future ploughed back into the running of. The need for new sets of lights etc has been 
recognised for some time and we are now looking for ideas and suggestions for the future, and one suggestion is that it 

should have a different theme each year.  
 

The Illuminations is unique, and the more so because of the enormous contribution made by the Boat Builders who give 

up a lot of their time and energy in putting on a superb display of Illuminated Boats. It is hoped that they will support 
the proposals put forward, for example, missing out the usual first weekend of starting, the idea being to catch more 

night light, and to add more Fireworks nights.  
 

As Ash pointed out, whilst proposals at this stage, it is vital to capture the backing of the CEO and the Authority to 
continue to support the Illuminations, and capture the offer of monies on the table being put back into the event in 

order to ‘re-launch’ it and build it year by year into a more entertaining and all embracing village event. 

If you have any queries, or, as a Trader especially, you would be happy to join with me in organising a meeting to help 
with an all inclusive event, then please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

Boatbuilders Association – David Harrison 

 

The members of the Matlock Bath Venetian Boat Builders Association have been helped by Matlock Bath Parish Council 
to keep the event alight. 
 

Prior to the start of the 2014 season of the Illuminations the boat builders found ourselves in need of some replacement 

battery chargers, having suffered some breakdowns.  We therefore approached the Parish Council to see if they were 
able to help us with some funding towards purchasing three new units.  In order to buy suitable chargers for our needs 

we looked for quotes and prices came back varying from £750 to £1000 in total. 
 

The association was able to fund one unit ourselves and the Parish Council very kindly made a grant available to us to 

purchase another.  Battery chargers are a vital piece of equipment for all the boat builders, as with too few for the boats 
we cannot possibly get the batteries re-charged ready for the next nights show.  
 

The Boat Builders are as always eternally grateful for any help which is offered to us be it personal or financial.  We all 

look forward to working with the Matlock Bath Parish Council and to another successful and rewarding season in 2015. 

 
 



The Village Environment 
 

The Environment and Conservation Committee deal with many issues around the village and are endeavouring to 
improve the village for all who live and work here and who visit this lovely village.  There have been a series of 

problems which have been brought to us by residents and visitors over the last few months.   
 

Overhanging hedges and shrubs 

In the last couple of newsletters, we have pointed out to land/property owners their responsibility in maintaining the 
hedges, shrubs and vegetation on their property which impinge on the highway or footpath.  Many, now aware of this 

responsibility, have sprung into action and cleared and maintained where necessary.  However there are still some 
pavements, roads and footpaths in the village suffering from the intrusion of vegetation from private property. This can 

cause both inconvenience, and even a danger, to users of these public areas.  This responsibility also extends to any 
growth around street lighting.  Where problems continue to occur, the Parish Council has an obligation to report the 

issues to the relevant authority for action.  Please remember that anyone wishing to carry out work on trees in the 

Conservation Area must first give 6 week’s notice (8 weeks for a protected tree) to the Derbyshire Dales Planning 
Authority.  However this does NOT apply to hedges, bushes and shrubs.  
  

 

 

 

Wheelie bins and refuse sacks 

In some parts of the village, it seems to have become 
the custom to store wheelie bins and occasionally 

black refuse bags on the public highway.  Whether 

you have wheelie bins or black bags/bluebags/boxes 
for refuse and recycling, these must be stored on your 

property, not on the highway.  Not only are they 
unsightly in a conservation area but often cause a 

hazard to the users of the highway.  Your co-
operation in this will much enhance the appearance of 

our village and make the highway safer. For those 

properties who have black bags, not wheelie bins for 
non-recyclable waste, the District Council will deliver a 

supply of 52 bags in April of this year.  If you do not 
receive your supply, you must contact the Town Hall 

BEFORE the end of April on 01629 761122. 
 

‘Pavements are for people’ 

This famous statement is not only covered by the two 
earlier points but the disregard of the law by some 

motorists when using the pavements in Matlock Bath 
as car parking spaces. This abuse is on the increase.  

We would be grateful if motorists would not take their 
cars on/across pavements.  The only exception to this 

is where a property has a dropped kerb but the 

motorist should use due care when crossing the 
pavement but NOT park their car on the pavement. 

Where infringement continues, the highway authority 
will be encouraged to prosecute offenders. 
 
 

Holy Trinity Church 
 

CRAFT DAY – 16TH May at Holy Trinity Church.  

10.00-3.00 pm.  Led by Lesley Hollingworth 
For more details – 

http://www.madeinderbyshire.org/members/lesley-

hollingworth-gift-gallery-ashbourne-derbyshire 
and local artist with a variety of workshops @£3.00.  

Refreshments plus light lunch.  Free entry. 
 

Easter Services – 11.00 am at Holy Trinity Church 
followed by Walk of Witness to Jubilee Gardens 12.30 

pm service. 

http://www.madeinderbyshire.org/members/lesley-hollingworth-gift-gallery-ashbourne-derbyshire
http://www.madeinderbyshire.org/members/lesley-hollingworth-gift-gallery-ashbourne-derbyshire


Great British Fish and Chip Supper – Friday 15th May 2015 
 

 
 

 

Want to eat Fish and Chips, while raising money for charity?  Hold a fish and 
chip supper on Friday 15th May 2015 whilst raising awareness of spinal cord 

injury and supporting SIA’s vital services.  
 

You can hold a fish and chip supper in your own home, at work or hold a larger 

supper at your local community centre.  SIA will provide a fundraising pack 
containing hints and tips, recipes, invitations and donation envelopes. By inviting 

8 friends and asking them to donate an additional £5.00 means you will raise at 
least £40.00 from your supper but we will also give you additional fundraising 

ideas to raise even more money for SIA. 
 

In 2015 we want to make the batter matter and raise £40,000 from everyone 
holding suppers. Last year we raised £20,000 from the suppers. 
 

The money raised from the suppers will help the Spinal Injuries Association offer 
support to individuals who become paralysed and their families, from the 

moment a spinal injury occurs, and for the rest of their lives by providing  
services and publications which enable and encourage paralysed people to  

rebuild lives after spinal cord injury.  Every year in the UK over 1,000 people experience a spinal cord injury and there 

are an estimated 40,000 spinal cord injured people in the UK alone.  
 

Community Fundraising Manager, Elizabeth Wright, says, “The Fish and Chip Supper is a wonderful opportunity for a 
great evening with friends and family. We are also encouraging people who work to hold a Fish and Chip Lunch in their 

work places to raise even more funds. You may be even a local community group wanting to run a fun evening with 

your group.  For more information or request a fundraising pack call Elizabeth Wright on 0845 071 4350 or email 
fundraising@siafishandchips.co.uk or visit www.siafishandchips.co.uk  
 

Masson Hill Fell Race – John Middleton & Leah Maltby 
 

 
Photograph courtesy of Mike Briggs 

 

 

The fourth Masson Hill Fell Race will take place on the 28th April at 7.00pm.  

The venue for registration and prize-giving will again be the Matlock Bath 

Holy Trinity School on Clifton Road.  Entrance fee will be £5 with no pre-
registration this year.  
 

The route has been consolidated after incorporation of small improvements 

over the first three races and will now be the same as last year.  The distance 
is 6.5 km with 340 metres of ascent and has a permit from the national Fell 

Runners Association as a short Class A race. 
 

It has been good to see an increasing number of local (Matlock area) runners 
since the inception of the race and we are also very grateful to all local  

friends who help with the marshalling and general organisation.  The race raises around £400 each year for the school 
funds and really could not proceed without the generous help of these friends.  
 

If you are interested in running, or helping with marshalling, please visit our website www.massonhillrace.org.uk  for 

information and our contact details.  We have a winners category of 70 years+ ….as yet never won!   What an 
opportunity!   
 

 

Fed up with Litter? 

 

 

Fed up with litter? Do you want to do something about it?  Some of the residents in the 
village already are and the Parish Council is helping them.  We have distributed 6 litter 

pickers to residents who want to improve their environment by removing litter as they 

walk around the village.  With the profusion of fast food outlets in the village and 
surrounding area and the reduction in litter bin provision in some parts of the village 

(see last newsletter) the situation will not improve without action.  Let us know if you 
want be involved.  We will do our best to give you some equipment to help.   

There is a campaigning website run by a group called Litter Heroes  http://www.litterheroes.co.uk/ It has many thoughts 
and suggestions. 
 

mailto:fundraising@siafishandchips.co.uk
http://www.siafishandchips.co.uk/
http://www.massonhillrace.org.uk/
http://www.litterheroes.co.uk/


Indoor Market at the Old Methodist Church – Julia Dale 
 

We are pleased to announce a new season of food, craft and gift markets at the Old Methodist Church, North Parade.  
Opening from 28th March and re-branded as Matlock Bath Indoor Market, they will open Saturday to Monday, with 

extended hours/days during school holidays. This year, the markets will be operated by a market traders co-operative.  

This is a group of six stallholders, offering a wide range of products: handmade wedding invitations and greetings cards; 
freshly baked scones and savourites; handcrafted contemporary silver jewellery & scarves; honey and honey-based 

products from Derbyshire Beekeepers; handmade and sewn gift items, such as cushions & bags, picture frames & door 
stops; ethical toiletries from The BodyShop@Home.  Besides the co-operative members, each week there will be lots of 

other stalls.  We wish the traders success in their new venture! 
 

For all enquiries, please e-mail bookings@matlockbathindoormarket.co.uk  
Website: www.matlockbathindoormarket.co.uk 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/matlockbathindoormarket  
 
 

 
    E-mail: heartjewelcentre@gmail.com 
 

 

 

  

Breast Cancer Care Pink Ribbonwalk – Saturday 13th June 
 

Join Breast Cancer Care at Bakewell on a guided 5, 10 or 20 mile walk in beautiful countryside to support people living 
with breast cancer.  Breast Cancer Care will provide everything you need along the route, from loos and water to free 

snacks and lots of encouragement!  All you need to do is enjoy the walk and raise at least £100 for help fund our 

specialist services for people with breast cancer.  You can register now at www.breastcancercare.org.uk/walk. 
 

Bring family and friends and enjoy the amazing atmosphere of a Pink Ribbonwalk 2015. 
 

Free for all walkers: Pink Ribbonwalk T Shirt, Meal, medal and massage at the end of the walk, training guide. 
 

Breast Cancer Care is the only UK wide support charity helping the thousands of people who wake up to the harsh 
reality of breast cancer every day.  Our specialist nurses, local services and emotional support network mean there’s 

always someone to turn to for information and support. 
 

mailto:bookings@matlockbathindoormarket.co.uk
http://www.matlockbathindoormarket.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/matlockbathindoormarket
mailto:heartjewelcentre@gmail.com
http://www.breastcancercare.org.uk/walk


Campaign for Fairer Funding for Derbyshire - DCC 
 

Did you know that Derbyshire residents are facing the biggest percentage cut in Government funding compared to all 
similar Councils in England – on top of the massive cuts already made over the past three years? 
 

A campaign has been launched calling for the 

Government to stop short-changing Derbyshire 

residents and appealing for your help by signing our 
petition.  This year every Derbyshire household will 

lose £97 in Government funding for local services.  
Compare this with Buckinghamshire which only loses 

£52 per household and Hampshire where the cut is 

even lower at £43 per household.  Is that fair? 
 

You can help by sending a message to Government 
by urging a rethink on the way it funds Derbyshire to 

give local people the fair deal they deserve.   You 
can add your name to the online DCC petition at 

www.derbyshire.gov.uk/fair  
 

Around three quarters of the money DCC spend on 
local services comes from the Government and only 

a quarter from Council Tax so it’s inevitable that the 

£157m worth of cuts DCC are facing by 2018 will 
have a huge impact on local services. 
 

Everyday services such as maintaining roads and 

public transport will be affected and vulnerable 
people – the elderly and children – will be hit hardest 

because they’re the people who rely on our services 

the most. 
 

Derbyshire residents pay income tax to the 
Government exactly the same as people in every 

other part of the country and they deserve to be 
treated fairly. 
 

 
 

A View From the Bath Chair – Cllr Peter Baranek 

 

 

You will remember that in my last ‘View from The Bath Chair’ I explained about the precept, who 
pays it and what money we get from central government.  Please remember that back copies of 

the newsletter can be found on the website.  The Full Council has now met and discussed the 

precept for 2015/6 and has resolved that we will ask the village for the same sum as last year.   
As the amount of government grant has fallen this year, it means that our annual budget will be 

slightly less than 2014/5.  We will continue to ensure that in whatever we do, we will continue to 
strive to achieve the very best value for the money we spend. 

In the media, you cannot avoid the electioneering of the Westminster politicians and the big debate on massive cuts to 

public services.   For the civil parish of Matlock Bath, the Parish Council will not be introducing austerity measures and 

will continue to ensure that the voice of the village is heard at both the Town Hall and County Hall and we will do our 
best to maintain the levels of service provided by DDDC and DCC to the village.   
 

Finally I would urge you to become more involved in the many activities that are happening in the village this year.  The 

newsletter is packed with reports on events that have happened and those that are to come during the next few 
months. We particularly need village commitment to the renovation of the sports area as grant funding relies on this 

commitment.  The Parish Council has already committed financially and in the man hours to get the work done.  Use the 

website, email, social media or just write a letter and tell us what you think about this and all the other things that we 
as a Parish Council do.  You may even want to write a letter to the editor of this noble publication! We would be only 

too pleased to include it in a future issue if possible.  This is what a democracy is all about.  
 

A View from the Bath’ is published by Matlock Bath Parish Council, Coppice End, Woodland Terrace, Derby Road, 
Matlock Bath & printed by Ashover Print 

Website: www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk    E-Mail: clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Telephone: 07914 420545 

 

http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/fair
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


 Childrens Christmas Party 2014 – Julia Dale 
 

 

 

We had an overwhelming response to the Children’s Christmas Party, held on 
13th December 2014 at All Things Bright & Beautiful (the Old Methodist 

Church), with 70 children attending (ages ranging 2 months to 11 years)!! 
 

On their arrival, the children were greeted by (a very friendly) ghost of 

Christmas Past – on stilts!  Music and songs were provided by John Gill; there 
were party games; lots of party food; and there was tremendous excitement 

when a thud, followed by the clip-clop of reindeer hooves, was heard on the 
roof of the building – Santa had arrived!! 

 

Thanks to all who helped make it a success.  Thanks especially to the Parish Council for 

their generous grant; to Mel at The Temple, Paul & Jayne at the Bank Note, Robin at the 
General Store for their support; Rachel Hanlon for standing by as First Aider; Chris 

Ehrenzeller & John Gill for providing the entertainment; Anne Gill, Lynn Wood, Nathan 

Davies & Julia Dale for the organisation. 
 

We had a marvellous party feast with more than enough to feed all the hungry children.  
All unopened food was donated to the Church On the Bus Project, supporting homeless 

people in the local area. 
 

 

Wapping Nature Reserve – The Volunteers 

 

Several years ago the Parish Council was requested by a sizeable number of residents to lease the “Rabbit Field” as a 
community resource and recreation area. 
 

A lease was agreed and signed with DDDC and several options available for its development.  A Committee of the 

Council was eventually formed to look after this important asset for the residents of Matlock Bath as well as being a 

possible tourist attraction.  The area was designated by the Parish Council as The Wapping Nature Reserve. 

We currently have a good team of volunteers but more are still sought from within the 
community to help develop and maintain the facility. 
 

Work began by using BCTV to construct new footpaths to improve access so that 

residents walking their dogs and others could use it in all weathers.  We are grateful 
to Tarmac who donated some 20 tonnes of stone chippings for the paths and to 

Wildgoose (Bonsall) Ltd for supplying transport for this free of charge.  These paths 

are not yet complete and we hope to finish the final path (see picture to the right) 
with volunteers in the coming summer. 
  

 

Three years ago we cleared the ivy from the large Ash Tree at the junction of four 

footpaths.  This tree was intended to be a point of focus for visitors to the reserve but it 
was being strangled by the enormous ivy growth.  This operation carried out by a tree 

surgeon was successful but a few months later an enormous branch had suddenly broken 

off and was blocking a footpath.   This branch was quickly removed by volunteers. The tree 
was then deemed unsafe and had to be pollarded by a tree surgeon (see photo left).  
 

The Rabbit Field was originally a meadow where horses used to graze and we have 

sought to recreate this by removal of the large number of Ash saplings.  The area is also 
overgrown with brambles and two years ago these were strimmed just in time for a 

beautiful carpet of Bluebells to appear. We are sensitive to the need to avoid losing the 

various wildflowers in the Reserve and this means strimming must be done in February and 
March when there is always a battle with the weather. 
 

 

More recently, a meeting was arranged between the Parish Council Environment Committee and the current volunteers 

to try and prioritise work to be done in the Reserve.  We do however need more volunteers to maintain the Reserve and 
if you would like to help please contact the Clerk – clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

 

For more information on the reserve go 

the Parish Council website or visit our 
Facebook page where there are more 

photographs of the work we do and 

updates of life in the reserve.  

mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


Raft Event 2014 – Ray Foster (DASAC) 
 

 

  

This year has been a very interesting year for our organising team, each 
year we seem to have more and more challenges to overcome in order 

to present an event worthy of raising monies for our beneficiaries: RLNI, 
Air Ambulance, St John Ambulance and Hyperbaric Medical Centre. 

 

I must say that we have achieved our goal yet again and in all fairness 
this has been due to the enormous amount of help and advice we get 

from our unsung, ever diligent sleeping partners. To these people and 
possibly more we send our sincere thanks: 

Our thanks go out to Matlock Bath Parish Council, Two Dales Council, 

Derbyshire County Council, John Pass, The Rugby Club,  
 

Farmer Robert, Riber Securities, John Kilkelly, Don Sturt, The Fishpond, 
Matlock Bath Shopkeepers, Masson Mill Edinburgh Woollen Mills, Baileys 

Printers not forgetting the invaluable Tree Surgeons of Matlock and the 
Marshalls who travel on the day from as far away as Leicester. 
 

This event has evolved to become a truly joint effort by many organisations 

and individuals, who each play such an important role in making sure the 

general public are presented with this unique spectacle, giving them the 
chance to bring the whole family along to view and remember - on a cold 

Boxing Day morning.      
 

 

Boxing Day started for many of us at around 5.30am - the Cawdor quarry start point at Matlock was open and ready to 
go. The weather was cold and frosty but had the promise of some early sunshine.  The Rafts began to arrive, the river 

was flowing quite fast, spirits were high, excitement in abundance, the judge arrived - he had his usual banter with the 

rafters, who all did their best to convince him that 'they alone' were worthy of winning his favours, but he was not to be 
influenced, he stuck firmly to his high principles, he made them laugh with his witty replies and carried on to fulfil his 

duties of choosing the winners according to his strict code of practice. 
 

At 10.15am the Judge, by tradition, blew the whistle to send the rafts on their - adventure of a life time, down the 
famous River Derwent course which twists and turns for some 4 miles including a 30 foot drop over an extremely 

frightening weir at  Masson Mills.  

 
 

If you think you dare do this or if you have 
the bottle, build a raft, dress it up, dress 

yourselves as outrageously as you can and 
enter in this year’s event, we can promise 

you it could be your greatest adventure of all 
time; you will certainly remember the 

experience for the rest of your lives. 
 

All too soon the exit from the water came up 

at Cromford Meadows, the rafts were out 
and the winners toasted at the Fishpond and 

awarded with their well-earned trophies, we 
wish to thank all the rafters for their efforts 

to prove once and for all that great things 

can be achieved by making your mind up to 
'have a go' - but sadly it was all over for yet 

another year, our 53rd in fact. 
 

There were 171 Rafters on 35 rafts.  Total 
raised was £4822.55.  The street collections 

raised £2872.55 and the rafters entry fees 

£1950. 
 

First Prize – Umpalumpas 

Second Prize – Monkeys 

Third Prize – Santa’s Little Helpers 
Special Prize – Damsels in Daft Dress 

 


